1 Timothy 1:2

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and

peace, from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord.

Analysis

Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God
our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord. Paul addresses Timothy with profound
affection as "my own son in the faith" (gnésio tekno en pistei, yvnoiw Tékvw &v
miotel). The word gnesios (yvnolog) means "legitimate" or "genuine," indicating
Timothy's authentic spiritual relationship with Paul and his sincere faith in Christ.
This wasn't merely biological sonship but spiritual paternity—Paul had led Timothy
to faith and mentored him extensively.

The threefold blessing—grace, mercy, and peace—appears uniquely in the Pastoral
Epistles (1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, Titus). While most Pauline letters invoke grace and
peace, the addition of "mercy" (eleos, €éAcog) may reflect the particular challenges
of pastoral ministry, which requires continual dependence on God's compassion.
Grace provides unmerited favor, mercy offers compassion for our failures, and
peace grants inner tranquility amid external pressures.

Paul identifies the source of these blessings as both "God our Father" and "Jesus
Christ our Lord," affirming their unity while distinguishing their persons. The use
of kyrios (k0plog, Lord) for Christ asserts His divine authority and equality with
the Father. This Trinitarian formulation undergirds all pastoral ministry—not

human wisdom or strength, but divine resources enable faithful service.



Historical Context

Timothy's background was uniquely suited for ministry in the Hellenistic world.
His mother Eunice and grandmother Lois were Jewish believers (2 Timothy 1:5),
while his father was Greek (Acts 16:1). This mixed heritage gave Timothy natural
bridges to both Jewish and Gentile communities. Paul had circumcised Timothy
despite his Greek father (Acts 16:3) to avoid unnecessary offense to Jewish

sensibilities while maintaining that circumcision wasn't necessary for salvation.

Timothy had traveled extensively with Paul, serving in Berea, Athens, Corinth, and
Ephesus. He carried important letters (1 Corinthians 4:17, Philippians 2:19) and
represented Paul in delicate situations. Despite this extensive experience, Timothy
apparently struggled with timidity (2 Timothy 1:7) and physical ailments (1
Timothy 5:23), making him an unlikely candidate by worldly standards for
confronting powerful false teachers.

The personal nature of this greeting reminds us that apostolic ministry wasn't
impersonal or institutional but deeply relational. Paul invested in Timothy's
spiritual formation over many years, modeling mentorship and discipleship. The
gospel advanced not merely through preaching but through invested relationships
where mature believers poured truth and godliness into the next generation.

Related Passages

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith
Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith
Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment

Study Questions

1. Who has served as a spiritual mentor in your faith journey, and whom are you
intentionally discipling?



2. How can churches better cultivate intergenerational mentoring relationships
like Paul and Timothy's?

3. In what practical ways do you daily appropriate God's grace, mercy, and
peace for ministry challenges?

Interlinear Text

Tpobéw yvnolw TEKVPW £V moTel YAPlC €Aeog eipnvn

Unto Timothy my own son in the faith Grace mercy and peace
65095 61103 65043 61722 64102 65485 61656 G1515

amo Beod matpog nNudOY Kol Xprotod ‘Incod TOD Kvplov

from God Father our and Christ Jesus 63588 Lord
G575 62316 63962 62257 62532 65547 62424 62962

Additional Cross-References

2 Timothy 1:2 (Grace): To Timothy, my dearly beloved son: Grace, mercy, and
peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

Titus 1:4 (Faith): To Titus, mine own son after the common faith: Grace, mercy,
and peace, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Romans 1:7 (Grace): To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 1:2 (Grace): Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father,
through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of
Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.

1 Timothy 1:18 (Parallel theme): This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy,
according to the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them
mightest war a good warfare;



2 Timothy 2:1 (Grace): Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in
Christ Jesus.

1 Thessalonians 3:2 (Faith): And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of
God, and our fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you, and to

comfort you concerning your faith:

Galatians 1:3 (Grace): Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from

our Lord Jesus Christ,
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